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Question: "What is Arminianism, and is it biblical?"

Answer: Arminianism is a system of belief that attempts to explain the relationship between 
God’s sovereignty and mankind’s free will, especially in relation to salvation. Arminianism is 
named after Jacob Arminius (1560—1609), a Dutch theologian. While Calvinism emphasizes the 
sovereignty of God, Arminianism emphasizes the responsibility of man. If Arminianism is broken 
down into five points, similar to the five points of Calvinism, these would be the five points:

(1) Partial Depravity – humanity is depraved but still able to seek God. We are fallen and tainted 
by sin but not to the extent that we cannot choose to come to God and accept salvation, with 
the help of prevenient grace from God. Given such grace, human will is free and has the power 
to yield to the influence of the Spirit. Note: many Arminians reject partial depravity and hold a 
view very close to Calvinistic total depravity.  (Prevenient = before salvation)view very close to Calvinistic total depravity.  (Prevenient = before salvation)
(2) Conditional Election – God only “chooses” those whom He knows will choose to believe. No 
one is predetermined for either heaven or hell.  (I differ with this idea in that all are destined for 
Hell unless they choose to believe)
(3) Unlimited Atonement – Jesus died for everyone, even those who are not chosen and will not 
believe. Jesus’ death was for all of humanity, and anyone can be saved by belief in Him. 
(4) Resistible Grace – God’s call to be saved can be resisted and/or rejected. We can resist God’s 
pull toward salvation if we choose to. 
(5) Conditional Salvation – Christians can lose their salvation if they actively reject the Holy 
Spirit’s influence in their lives. The maintenance of salvation is required for a Christian to retain 
it. Note: many Arminians deny "conditional salvation" and instead hold to "eternal security.“ As 
Southern Baptists we hold to the security of the believer.

So you see that either Strict Calvinism or Strict Arminianism causes some serious issues for 
Southern Baptist traditional beliefs.
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If you really get into this discussion at a detailed level and analyze all the various 

thoughts that are brought to light by this idea it can become pretty tedious and complex.
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This is a complex area. If God is in control, why blame me when I screw up? God knows 

what I am inclined to do so it is not really my fault. I was “born this way”. God made me 

this way.

These are prevalent excuses today for persistent sin in a persons life or lifestyle choices. 

For God, all sin is sin and for us they are “choices” we can make or resist. We must make 

the call and bear the responsibility.

20



So lets take a brief look at the dilemma between God’s Sovereignty (Calvinism) and Free 

Will (Arminianism).

•Does God pre-select those to be saved, thereby eliminating our free will acceptance of 

Him ?

•Is God’s atonement for all or only the “selected”?

•Once saved, are we always secure in our salvation?

•Lets read some scripture in what I would call “plain reading”
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Eph 2:8-9  For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith—and this is not from 

yourselves, it is the gift of God— 9 not by works, so that no one can boast. 

Faith is the means, but grace is the gift of God that allows the salvation process to 

proceed (Prevenient Grace)

Luke 11:3

John 3:16

John 3:18

John 6:29

John 11:40

Acts 16:31Acts 16:31

Acts 17:30
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By reading these verses it is plain that Christ came for the World and Died as atonement 

for ALL.
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The clear teaching of scripture is that Christ died for all but few will be saved. Thus 

limited atonement is not scriptural and must be rejected. Whatever atonement is, it is 

not limited.

RC Sproul makes the case that if Atonement is universal, and meant for all, that makes 

salvation universal since that is the will of God. This is why he believes in Limited 

Atonement. Many other Calvinists make similar claims but God’s word is true and 

atonement is for all.

As to universal salvation, if we are all robots then we will choose salvation. But we know 

we have free choice so that makes salvation dependent on our choices, as is plain in we have free choice so that makes salvation dependent on our choices, as is plain in 

scripture.

Revelation 22:18 and other verses make it clear that we who are saved, wash our own 

robes, or work out our own salvation, which means we have responsibilities and 

choices.
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These are but a few of the many verses that prove the point that once we are saved, we 

are eternally secure in Christ Jesus and can have the assurance of our salvation.
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Well here is the rub. The Calvinist would say “Yes” because the Bible talks about

predestination and selection and they believe that God must choose otherwise we are 

so evil there is no way we are able to choose.

My belief is that pre-destination and selection are part of God’s sovereignty BUT they do 

not actually negate the fact that God has given both man and angel the capability to 

choose to follow Him. We could quibble over what force allows this but the fact is that 

Free Will is exclusive in that it is not overruled, but not excusionary in that it precludes 

the notion of predestination
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Lets take a balanced view of the 5 points we have examined.
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(1) Partial Depravity – humanity is depraved but still able to seek God. We are fallen and 

tainted by sin but not to the extent that we cannot choose to come to God and accept 

salvation, with the help of prevenient grace from God. Given such grace, human will is 

free and has the power to yield to the influence of the Spirit. Note: many Arminians 

reject partial depravity and hold a view very close to Calvinistic total depravity.  

(Prevenient = before salvation)

(2) Conditional Election – God only “chooses” those whom He knows will choose to 

believe. No one is predetermined for either heaven or hell.  (I differ with this idea in that

all are destined for Hell unless they choose to believe)

(3) Unlimited Atonement – Jesus died for everyone, even those who are not chosen and 

will not believe. Jesus’ death was for all of humanity, and anyone can be saved by belief will not believe. Jesus’ death was for all of humanity, and anyone can be saved by belief 

in Him. 

(4) Resistible Grace – God’s call to be saved can be resisted and/or rejected. We can 

resist God’s pull toward salvation if we choose to. 

(5) Conditional Salvation – We believe that once we are saved, there is no force 

anywhere that can change that. Once saved, always saved.
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This is the way I think of this whole subject.

All are given the privilege of election and the grace to choose, but for each of us there is 

a time for choosing. For some it is earlier than others, and the times may be longer for 

some, but there is a time when we have chosen, either by affirmative choice or not 

choosing, at which time we are Predestined to a destination. 

Our destination is always Hell unless we make the affirmative choice to believe in Jesus. 

When we believe we are chosen for salvation and destined for Heaven.

God knows what we will choose, nevertheless He gives us the right to make the 

decision. Some say that as we choose salvation, and we look back through the portal we decision. Some say that as we choose salvation, and we look back through the portal we 

came through we see that word “chosen” over the door that we came through, but that 

is the purview of God, not man. We need to worry about the affirmative choice with us 

and others. In this way we do what God has called us to do and let God be God without 

us having to know or understand all the details.
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I want you to know men and women have devoted lifetimes to research these topics, 

and I will have only scratched the surface of the depth of each item, but I have tried to 

simplify the ways to think about these verses so that you do not get mired down in all 

the theological fine points of the argument.

My thoughts are not the final word on this, but they are my thoughts and I will share any 

insights I have as to how I come to the thoughts I do in the final session.

Ask questions so we can communicate better.
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