Upcoming Events that are noteworthy
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Class Schedule for the next few weeks

v'July 26, 2026  Book of Romans, Intro and Ch 1A
v'Aug 2, 2026. Romans Ch 1B

*Aug 9, 2026 Romans Ch 2A

* Aug 16, 2026. Andy Kumar teaching for me

* Aug 23, 2026 Romans Ch 2B
QAug 28, 2026.  Ice Cream Social at the Steinke’s

* Aug 30, 2026. Romans Ch 3



Quick Update ...ICYMI

Middle East
* Ceasefire between Hamas / Israel/ US — many issues but a positive

. Tlhe Igs has resumed action against Iran; the President has told Congress, which started a 60-day
cloc

* |ran has retaliated against its Arab neighbors and some US bases

o US/World

* The Russia-Ukraine war is going nowhere towards an end. NK sending troops

* Cozy relations/arms between Russia, Turkey, Iran, and China troubling but prophetic

* Immigration into Spain from Morocco is a disaster R s
. ] . Straitof ; »
* for Spain, and Europe with open borders in EU S el

Earthquakes, Floods, volcanic eruptions, famine, and disease. Wars and rumors of wars. California
fault lines are under the most pressure in hundreds of years

* Many signs of the Tribulation are appearing with more frequency

* Natural Disasters, Isolation of Israel, Antisemitism, Apostasy in the church, Peace in Israel to presage the
Antichrist, Scoffers of Prophecy, and deniers of God. Time of Noah and time of Lot prophecies.
Continuation of the Aliyah to Israel. Isolation of Israel, and end-time coalitions forming. Christian
Apostasy and Lack of Unity. One World Religion

e Substantial European acts to move away from Western values and embrace one-world ideas.

* Remember, Israel is God’s timepiece for the End of Time. Israel is the hour hand, Jerusalem is the minute
hand, and the Temple Mount is the second hand



Last Week We Discussed

* A General introduction to Paul’s letters
» His intense Love and passion are very powerful in his letters
* He suffered mightily to accomplish what God called him to do
e He never quit, never wavered, always pushed ahead to run his race

* We talked about Paul’s letters, and difficulty with them

* Freestyle dictation, walking around, passion overflowing in words that had to be
transcribed.

* We mentioned how Romans was different from the others
* We discussed the pattern for all these letters in the ancient world

e We talked about Paul's purposes for writing them at that time (57-58 AD)
* Establish a relationship with them
* Help them in any way he could as an Apostle with teaching/discipling them
* Gain support for the mission to Spain



The Pattern

Ancient letters followed a well-used pattern.

v'Greeting: (Romans 1:1)

v Prayer for grace: (Romans 1:7)

v'Thanksgiving: (Romans 1:8)

v'Main body of letter ( reason for writing)...just the beginning
e Special salutations and Personal Greetings: (Romans 16)
There are several unique elements of Paul’s letters

* The way they are created

* The flowing style as the spoken word

-+ One more overview discussion



Roman Landscape in 60 AD

This city was the most powerful city in the world at that time, in the mighty Roman Empire. The city was
beautiful and totally pagan
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@ STATE POLYTHEISM
Jupiter, Juno, Minerva worship;
public sacrifices

I PERMITTED RELIGIONS
ancient, licensed foreign religions

MYSTERY CULTS

Isis, Mithras growing

® EMPEROR WORSHIP
Cult of the Deified Augustus

© PRIVATE WORSHIP
Lares/Penates; household spirits

© DIVINATION
Haruspices;
interpreting omens

) ()

RECOGNIZED ANCIENT FAITH
Enjoyed legal protection; exempt

from Emperor worship

GROWING CLOSE-KNIT
COMMUNITY

Focused in specific districts iike Trastevere

© TOLERATION AMID DISLIKE
Seen as superstitious; distinct from
Roman life

HISTORY OF EXPULSION
Claudius expelled Jews ¢. 49 AD;
returned ¢. 54 AD

© REGARDED AS SEPARATIST
Puzzling dietary laws, Sabbath,
ision

Often confused with main Jewish body
© [LLEGAL & UNLICENSED

A"superstitio”; seen as new and
unauthorized

© SUSPICION & ABOMINATION
RUMORS

Accused of cannibalism, incest

due to misinterpretation

SOCIAL ISOLATION
Perceived as “Haters of Humanity”
for refusing soclal/civic 1ites

© BEFORE GREAT NERONIC
PERSECUTION

Toleration was fragile, based on non-
intervention; great fire is 4 years away

<@

ERA OF EXCESS & CRUELTY
Ruled by young Emperor Nero;
known for extravagances

PUBLIC SPECTACLES
Bloody gladiator combats and beast hunts

RISE OF STOICISM
Seneca, Nero's advisor; promoted
self-control, virtue
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. T Reasoned Thought/Living

Focus on logic, nature, and
emotional tranquility

RELIGION & MORALS DETACHED
;: anin‘tual did not command ethical
vior

® VALUE SYSTEMS CLASH

Traditional Pietas vs. new philosophies

vs. monctheistic morals
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Visual Overview of Romans contents

EY SECTIONS & TOPICS IN THE BOOK OF ROMANS
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Romans Ch 9-11 Symbols

) | VISUAL BREAKDOWN: THE SOVEREIGNTY OF GOD IN ROMANS 9-1
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Romans Ch 1:7-10. Paul longs to go to Rome

8 First, | thank my God through Jesus Christ for all of you, because your faith is
being reported all over the world.

7 God, whom I serve in my spirit in preaching the gospel of his Son, is my
witness how constantly | remember you

10in my prayers at all times; and I pray that now at last by God’s will the way
may be opened for me to come to you.

These verses make up the “Thanksgiving” portion of the letter

Paul is, first of all, thanking God for them and for the faith being spoken of in all
the churches he has started. Various travelers have told him...

Emphasizes the Holy Spirit in_ him as the witness to the fact that he both prays
for them and longs for his ability to visit them



Romans Ch 1:11-15 Paul’s eagerness to come

111 'long to see you so that | may impart to you some spiritual gift to make you
strong—

12that is, that you and | may be mutually encouraged by each other’s faith.

13 | do not want you to be unaware, brothers and sisters (adelphoi), that |
planned many times to come to you (but have been prevented from doing so
until now) in order that | might have a harvest among you, just as | have had
among the other Gentiles.

141 am obligated both to Greeks and non-Greeks, both to the wise and the
foolish.

15That is why | am so eager to preach the gospel also to you who are in Rome.

%Paul sees his mission to all the Gentiles, not just the Greeks. He is both
impressed by their faith and eager to share with them



Romans Ch 1:16-17 Not ashamed...

16 For | am not ashamed of the gospel, because it is the power of God that
brings salvation to everyone who believes: first to the Jew, then to the
Gentile.

17 For in the gospel the righteousness of God is revealed—a righteousness that
is by faith from first to last, (or Faith to Faith) just as it is written: “The
righteous will live by faith.” (quoted from Hab 2:4)

Hab 2:4 % “Behold, his soul is puffed up; it is not upright within him,
but the righteous shall live by his faith.

These verses are very familiar to us from the AWANA program, where the kids
are taught not to be ashamed of the Gospel of Christ

What is this “salvation” we are not ashamed of? Are we proud of it?



Salvation (sotéria) depth

* Salvation/ rescue from physical illness (Matt 9:21, Luke 8:36) — healing

e Salvation from danger (Matt 8:25, 14:30)

 Salvation from Life’s infections ( Acts 2:40) — Devine antiseptic

 Salvation from lostness (Matt 18:11, Lk 19:10) Son of Man came to save the lost
* Salvation / deliverance from Sin (Matt 1:21)

 Salvation from the wrath of God (Rom 5:9)

 Salvation to a blessed hope, eschatological hope (Rom 13:11)

11 Besides this you know the time, that the hour has come for you to wake from
sleep. For salvation is nearer to us now than when we first believed.

This is surely a salvation we are not ashamed of, but indeed we proudly tell
others this good news



First to the Jew, then to the Gentile...

* Paul’s declaration that the gospel is God’s power for salvation reaches “the Jew first and also
to the Greek” (Rom 1:16—17) reflects both historical priority and theological significance
rooted in Israel’s covenant heritage.

* The phrase operates on multiple levels. Historically, the proclamation of repentance and
forgiveness was to begin in Jerusalem (Luke 24:47), establishing a chronological sequence in
which Jewish communities received the gospel message before its expansion to Gentile
populations. Paul and Barnabas followed this pattern, speaking God’s word first to Jews,
then turning to Gentiles when rejected (Acts 13:46).

* Theologically, the priority reflects Israel’s unique standing in God’s redemptive plan. Jews
were entrusted with the Word of God (Rom 3:1-2), and to Israel belong the adoption, glory,
covenants, law, worship, promises, and patriarchs—from whom Christ himself came
according to the flesh (Rom 9:4-5). This sequence acknowledges that salvation originates
from the Jews (John 4:22).

* Importantly, Paul’s Ianguage doesn’t exclude Gentiles or diminish their standing before God.
It establishes a sequence that honors God’s historical covenant with Israel while
simultaneously a ?irming that the gospel’s power operates universally. Both Jews and Greeks
experience tribulation for evil and receive glory and honor for good (Rom 2:9—10), indicating
that while the order differs, the ultimate reality of salvation’s availability remains identical.
The “first” designation preserves Israel’s historical privilege without negating the Gentiles’
full inclusion in God’s saving purpose.
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Romans Ch 1:18-23 Wickedness and revealing Wrath

8 The wrath of God is being revealed from heaven against all the godlessness
and wickedness of people, who suppress the truth by their wickedness,

I since what may be known about God is plain to them, because God has
made it plain to them.

20 For since the creation of the world God’s invisible qualities—his eternal
power and divine nature—have been clearly seen, being understood from
what has been made, so that people are without excuse.

21 For although they knew God, they neither glorified him as God nor gave
thanks to him, but their thinking became futile, and their foolish hearts were
darkened.

22 Although they claimed to be wise, they became fools

23 and exchanged the glory of the immortal God for images made to look like
a mortal human being and birds and animals and reptiles.

% The essence of sin = wrath is when we put self in the place of God




Romans Ch 1:24-27 What did God do?

4 Therefore God gave them over in the sinful desires of their hearts to sexual
impurity for the degrading of their bodies with one another.

25 They exchanged the truth about God for a lie, and worshiped and served created
things rather than the Creator—who is forever praised. Amen.

%6 Because of this, God gave them over to shame}ful lusts. Even their women
exchanged natural sexual relations for unnatural ones.

27 In the same way the men also abandoned natural relations with women and
were inflamed with lust for one another. Men committed shameful acts with other
men, and received in themselves the due penalty for their error.

We can see the parallels of that society to our own. Rampant sexual impurity, no
regard for God or His Word, worship of the creation, not the Creator, given over to
a depraved mind

Do not be that person with whom God can do nothing but leave you to yourself
Just read bumper stickers people put on their cars...



Romans Ch 1:28-32. The Results...

28 And since they did not see fit to acknowledge God, God gave them up to a
debased mind to do what ought not to be done.

29 They were filled with all manner of unrighteousness, evil, covetousness,
malice. They are full of envy, murder, strife, deceit, maliciousness. They are
gossips,

30slanderers, haters of God, insolent, haughty, boastful, inventors of evil,
disobedient to parents,
31 foolish, faithless, heartless, ruthless.

32 Though they know God's righteous decree that those who practice such
things deserve to die, they not only do them but give approval to those who
practice them.

Social Media and other modern forms of communication blatantly encourage
lawlessness and perversity. They glorify sin and sinners and want you to join
the party. We live in a constant “rage” culture.




Romans Ch 1 - Summary

* Romans 1 opens with Paul’s greeting and frames the gospel as God’s saving
power for salvation.

* [ts theme, set out in Romans 1:16—17, is that the righteous live by faith.

* Paul then shows humanity suppressing truth and sliding into idolatry and
depravity under God’s wrath, which establishes universal guilt and the need
for a righteousness received through faith.

e Structurally, Romans 1 proves that all people are sinners needing salvation,
then explains how salvation comes through faith in Christ based on his death
and resurrection, before describing the resulting life of holiness and Spirit-
empowerment.

The chapter establishes the foundation for everything Paul develops
throughout the letter: humanity’s universal guilt before God and the necessity
of divine righteousness received through faith.



As we looked at Rome in 60 AD...America 2026
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DIVERSE FAITH LANDSCAPE &

Multi-faith expressions and diverse
worid religions are prevalent.

@ LEGALLY PROTECTED PRACTICES
A framework of religious freedom
with strong state protection.

@ PRIVATE & UNORTHODOX

SPIRITUALITY
Personal, eclectic spiritual and
non-dogmatic beiiefs are common.

SECULAR SPIRITUALITY

Focus on inner well-beingand
community without traditional divinity.

¢ PRIVATE WORSHIP

Household and personal spiritual
practices are diverse,

© FORECASTING & INTERPRETATION

ESTABLISHED COMMUNITY &FAI
A long-standing, respected cultural
and religious iaentity.

® VIBRANT CLOSE-KNIT NETWORK

Focused and supportive communal
structures, e.g., In specific districts.

® CULTURAL DISTINCTNESS
Maintained identity and distinct

® HISTORICAL RESILIENCE

An historical legacy of overcoming
obstacles and contributions.

© SELECTIVE OBSERVANCE

| Varied adherence to traditional
' laws, diet, and Sabbath.

RISING ADVERSARIAL FAITHS
A segment of newer, divergent religious
movements displays increasing hostility
toward both Jews and Christians.

RISING NATIONAL ANTISEMITISM

An observable increase in explicit
anti-Jewish sentiment and systematic

practices within a pluralistic society. J#Z=2Ss

® INTEGRATED MAJOR FAITH
Widely recognized and legally
established religion.

® DIVERSE DENOMINATIONAL

IDENTITY
A rich tapestry of accepted and varied
church structures.

© FAITH-BASED DIALOGUE

© COMMUNITY INTEGRATION
Faith Is a visible and valued part of
soclal fabric and civic life.

® MODERN CHRISTIAN EXPRESSION

Focus on contemporary engagement

and spiritual life.

> TRADITIONAL BELIEFS ERODING

Core historical doctrines facing
widespread cultural and philosophical
questioning.

ll © APOSTASY BECOMING WIDESPREAD

Increasing rates of former believers

Misunderstandings addressed through J&L
interfaith and crass-cultural discussiong2o

"9 EVOLVING VALUES & TECHNOLOGIES

Complexity driven by technolagy,
bloethics,,tgnd rapid cultural chazge.

N ¢ DIVERSE PUBLIC ENGAGEMENT

A variety of public forums, discourse,
and social action.

© MODERN RATIONALISM & VIRTUE

Emphasis on logic, personal ethics,
and reason-based thought.

oo © BALANCED THOUGHT/LIVING

Focus on rational decision-making
and sustainable practices.

N ¢ MULTIFACETED VALUES

Diverse interpretations of duty,
individual rights, and group identity.

il © VALUE SYSTEM DIALOGUE

Ongoing discussion and negotiation
between traditional and contemporary |§

discrimination is being integrated into Sl disaffiating from raditional Christiantenets s
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Next week

We will pick up where we left off; we will see God'’s righteous judgement
and the Jews and the Law. Read Romans Ch 2

» Pray for our Nation and its leaders

* Pray for both the Iranian War and the Russia/Ukraine wars to come to an
end

* Pray for the Peace of Jerusalem and Peace for Israel

» Our State and its Leaders, and the elections to come, for God to give us Godly
leaders

» Our Church, the Pastors and Leaders
» Pray for the needs of our class members and families
Thank God for his mercy and grace for each of us as we struggle with life

Pray for the Peace of Jerusalem to come to the world
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