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About the driest of topics is the topic of Hermeneutics, which is both the study of 

methods of interpretation, and the actual method of interpretation for in this case, the 

Bible. You could spend quite a few hours in understanding the methods used and which 

is appropriate.

I will simplify that for you, and just tell you the framework I use when looking at the 

Bible. Of course much of the method is conditional on what you think about the object 

you are studying. If you were to pick a hermeneutic for science study, it would probably 

be the scientific method, which requires observable events.

The Bible is a little different subject matter.The Bible is a little different subject matter.
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Any time one begins to look at Biblical Theology and attempts to discern what is 

true, we must start with the fundamentals of Biblical belief. There are 4 general 

views of scripture
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As we move now to the study at hand “the Doctrine of Election” we will apply the 

discussion thoughts on both the Bible and belief in in to aid our discernement.

Note the subtle difference in these ideas…

1. Purpose of God according to which he acts

2. God’s sovereign choice of some and not others
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Most often the Doctrine of Election evolves into a Sovereignty of God discussion because the heart of the matter is that God can do whatever He wants, within His character 
and when He does it, it is right. The thought expression of this Sovereignty of God “movement” results in the reformed theology of John Calvin. It is called by various names but 
most often just Calvinism, or 5 point Calvinism.

Here are five Christian denominations that identify with Calvinist beliefs.
Primitive Baptist or Reformed Baptist Churches. ... 
Presbyterian Churches. ... 
Reformed Churches. ... 
The United Church of Christ. ... 
The Protestant Reformed Churches in America.

This Theology is making its way in some forms into the Southern Baptist Seminaries and Pulpits. Each of these letters (TULIP) represents one point of Calvinism. If one adheres to 
all of them, then you would be a 5 point Calvinist. Sometimes this is called Hyper Calvinism or Extreme Calvinism ( Of course not by them).

Lets take them one at a time se we can understand the dimension for the sovereignty of God

T – Total Depravity
Sin has affected all parts of man. The heart, emotions, will, mind, and body are all affected by sin. We are completely sinful. We are not as sinful as we could be, but we are 
completely affected by sin.
The doctrine of Total Depravity is derived from scriptures that reveal human character: Man’s heart is evil (Mark 7:21-23) and sick Jer. 17:9). Man is a slave of sin (Rom. 6:20). 
He does not seek for God (Rom. 3:10-12). He cannot understand spiritual things (1 Cor. 2:14). He is at enmity with God (Eph. 2:15). And, is by nature a child of wrath (Eph. 2:3). 
The Calvinist asks the question, "In light of the scriptures that declare man’s true nature as being utterly lost and incapable, how is it possible for anyone to choose or desire 
God?" The answer is, "He cannot. Therefore God must predestine."
Calvinism also maintains that because of our fallen nature we are born again not by our own will but God’s will (John 1:12-13); God grants that we believe (Phil. 1:29); faith is 
the work of God (John 6:28-29); God appoints people to believe (Acts 13:48); and God predestines (Eph. 1:1-11; Rom. 8:29; 9:9-23).

U – Unconditional ElectionsU – Unconditional Elections
God does not base His election on anything He sees in the individual. He chooses the elect according to the kind intention of His will (Eph. 1:4-8; Rom. 9:11) without any 
consideration of merit within the individual. Nor does God look into the future to see who would pick Him. Also, as some are elected into salvation, others are not (Rom. 9:15, 
21).

L - Limited Atonement
Jesus died only for the elect. Though Jesus’ sacrifice was sufficient for all, it was not efficacious for all. Jesus only bore the sins of the elect. Support for this position is drawn 
from such scriptures as Matt. 26:28 where Jesus died for ‘many'; John 10:11, 15 which say that Jesus died for the sheep (not the goats, per Matt. 25:32-33); John 17:9 where 
Jesus in prayer interceded for the ones given Him, not those of the entire world; Acts 20:28 and Eph. 5:25-27 which state that the Church was purchased by Christ, not all 
people; and Isaiah 53:12 which is a prophecy of Jesus’ crucifixion where he would bore the sins of many (not all).

I – Irresistible Grace
When God calls his elect into salvation, they cannot resist. God offers to all people the gospel message. This is called the external call. But to the elect, God extends an internal 
call and it cannot be resisted. This call is by the Holy Spirit who works in the hearts and minds of the elect to bring them to repentance and regeneration whereby they willingly 
and freely come to God. Some of the verses used in support of this teaching are Romans 9:16 where it says that "it is not of him who wills nor of him who runs, but of God who 
has mercy"; Philippians 2:12-13 where God is said to be the one working salvation in the individual; John 6:28-29 where faith is declared to be the work of God; Acts 13:48 where 
God appoints people to believe; and John 1:12-13 where being born again is not by man’s will, but by God’s.
“All that the Father gives Me shall come to Me, and the one who comes to Me I will certainly not cast out," (John 6:37).

P – Perseverance (or Preservation) of the Saints

You cannot lose your salvation. Because the Father has elected, the Son has redeemed, and the Holy Spirit has applied salvation, those thus saved are eternally secure. They are 
eternally secure in Christ. Some of the verses for this position are John 10:27-28 where Jesus said His sheep will never perish; John 6:47 where salvation is described as 
everlasting life; Romans 8:1 where it is said we have passed out of judgment; 1 Corinthians 10:13 where God promises to never let us be tempted beyond what we can handle; 
and Phil. 1:6 where God is the one being faithful to perfect us until the day of Jesus’ return.

If the scripture quoted was all you looked at, you could become a 5 point Calvinist. The problem is that scripture like John 3:16  “whosoever believes”, are not factored in.
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So are you saying that Calvinism is Biblical? Yes and No, but we are getting way ahead of 

ourselves.

Lets take the points one at a time and look at them.

7



There are many verses the Extreme Calvinist uses to highlight this point, but the essence 

of belief is that man is “dead in their transgressions and sins, and as such, they are 

totally incapable to responding to God without being regenerated by the Holy Spirit 

first.” These are just a few examples.

Of course a critical view of the verses shows the depravity of man to be sure, but does 

not tell us we are incapable of responding to God.
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Again, selected verses. There are many more. This point though means that there are no 

conditions on humans that need to take place to be “elected” or chosen. It is God’s total 

decision.
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This topic is doubly interesting because so many in the progressive church movements 

are saying that there is no atonement in the blood of Christ anyway. Of course this is 

heresy to traditional thinking about the cross and the whole notion of salvation. But 

Limited Atonement really means…God died only for the sins of those who are chosen 

and not for the whole world. They argue that if Christ died for the sins of the world, 

then the whole world would be saved and that would be a form of Universalism
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Irresistible Grace is another of the points that emphasizes God’s sovereignty. In essence

it says that if you were chosen by God to be saved, the pull from the Spirit will be too 

strong for you to resist. You will have no choice but to believe.

But remember, God’s gift to us is Free but we have to accept it. This means we make a 

choice that is ours to yield to the call from God. None of these verses say that this grace 

is not resistible by the unwilling.
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This means all those who are regenerated (saved) will persevere to the end and be in 

Heaven. Whether you are a Calvinist or Extreme Sovereignty believer or not, Baptists 

agree with the “once saved, always saved” belief. We also believe in the Assurance of 

the believer. Many Calvinists believe that one never knows until you meet the Lord.

This is also called Preservation of the Saints to make it clearer.
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You can take each one of the 5 points and make a counter argument with it from 

scripture, but the point is if we believe all scripture is God Breathed, and inspired by the 

Holy Spirit, and is God’s timeless truth…then we are obligated to believe both sets of 

verses.

For  Southern Baptists then, we would need to look at each of the 5 points and come to 

some agreement about them as to what we would say. I will summarize next week when 

we look at the opposite end of the spectrum of Gods Sovereignty, which is the Doctrine 

of Free Will.

One technique scholars use if they don’t want to deal with a scripture in a literal fashion One technique scholars use if they don’t want to deal with a scripture in a literal fashion 

is spiritualizing the scripture. If they don’t like what it says literally they spiritualize it and 

take the explanation to a different place. One must be consistent in interpreting. I 

believe the bible is literal, except where it is obvious there is a metaphor or allegory.

As an illustration from this mornings sermon, the phrase “descended into Hell” does not 

appear in the Bible, but the Pastor very correctly positioned the translation issue and 

then treated the verse literally, as it was meant to be treated. I have heard others 

spiritualize this passage in the creed and talk about the metaphorical hell Jesus suffered 

on the cross. That may be an accurate assessment of Jesus suffering, but it is not what is 

meant by this verse in 1 Peter 3:18.
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Absolutely it is important. No one would be saved without God’s election/ 

predestination of them for salvation. But you said it doesn’t fit with all verses, so how 

are we to figure out what to believe?

Come to session 2 and we will wrap it up in a bow for you.

Remember what I said about what you believe about the Bible in the beginning of this 

discussion. It is critical for you if you want to be a serious Bible student to come to grips 

with both what you believe, and how much “faith” you are going to put if God’s word. 

Im convinced that most of the trouble we have int this world is because we have lost 

this foundational core belief in the Bible and God.

Pew research poll just published taken late in 2014 of self described “evangelical”  GOP 

Voters says nearly 40% do not believe the Bible is the Literal Word of God. 40% !! Of 

EVANGELICALGOP Voters. What do you think the number is for all self described 

Christians? Much higher I am sure.
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